
Year 5
Knowledge Mats – Term 6



Year 5 : D&T - Making a bird feeder 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

dimension the measurement of the length, 

width, and height of anything.

insulation material that is used to stop the 

passage of electricity, heat, or 

sound from one conductor to 

another.

locality a place and its surroundings.

natural resin thick , liquid substances that come 

from trees.

predator an animal that lives mostly by killing 

and eating other animals.

species the most detailed form of 

classification of living things.

warp a twist or curve that has developed 
in something once flat or straight.

weather 
resistant

resisting the effects of severe 

weather.

Key Skills

To use research and develop design criteria 
to inform design of  innovative, functional 
and appealing products that are fit for 
purpose, aimed at particular individuals/ 
groups.

To improve and develop ideas for the 
product by combining the ‘best’ ideas from 
initial ideas.

To modify the design throughout the 
making process to overcome problems.

Select the tools, equipment, materials and 
components. 

Critically evaluate a product to recognise 
its strengths and to identify areas for 
development (both their own and others’ 
work).

Sticky Knowledge

Recognise and name birds in our locality (eg: 
house sparrow, blackbird, starling, thrush, 
robin, blue tit).

Know that different design bird boxes will 
attract different birds.  Eg, a small hole for tits 
and tree sparrows and an open front box for 
house sparrows and starlings.

Bird boxes should be placed carefully to avoid 
predators.

Researching existing products informs the 
design of new products that are fit for 
purpose.

Choosing the correct tools and using them 
appropriately helps to develop effective 
techniques.

Exploring different materials and identifying 
which one(s) best fit the purpose leads to a 
more effective outcome.

Celebrating what has gone well and 
recognising what has not gone well enables 
us to make improvements to our work.



Year 5: SPANISH – ¿Qué tiempo hace?
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

¿Qué tiempo hace? What’s the weather like? 

Hace calor. It’s hot.

Hace frío. It’s cold. 

Hace buen tiempo. It’s nice weather.

Hace mal tiempo. It’s bad weather.

Hace viento. It’s windy. 

Hace sol. It’s sunny. 

Hay tormenta. It’s stormy.

Está nublado. It’s cloudy. 

Llueve. It’s raining.

Nieva. It’s snowing. 

En el norte… In the north…

En el este… In the east…

En el sur… In the south…

En el oeste… In the west…

Hace … grados. It’s …degrees. 

y and

pero but

Lines of Enquiry

How do I describe the weather? 

How can I use the number 1-31 to give temperatures?

How do I say the compass points in Spanish?

How do you use days of the week, weather types and the 

compass points to give a weather forecast?

How can I say ‘and’ and ‘but’? 

Key Skills

Say, write and read the ten 

different weather descriptions 

in Spanish.

Say, write and read numbers 

1-31 in the context of giving 

temperatures.

Say, write and read the 

compass points to describe 

weather on a map. 

Say, write and read the days 

of the week as part of a 

weather forecast.

Use the words ‘and’ and ‘but’ 

to describe weather in further 

detail. 







Year 5: Music – How does music connect us with the environment?

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Time signature the type and number of 
beats in a bar

Key signature where it shows what key the 
music is in. 

Minim a note which lasts two 
beats.

Dotted minim a note that lasts for three 
beats.

Crotchet a note which lasts one beat.

Quaver a note which lasts half a 
beat.

Improvise to make up a tune and play 
it on the spot. 

Major a key with a bright/happy  
sound

Minor a key with a dark /sad 
sound 

Rhythmic pattern combinations of long and 
short sounds and silences

Tempo the speed of the music.

Texture layers of sound in music. 

Sticky Knowledge
Music is a very natural aspect of humanity.  It is 
a primordial ancient characteristic of what it 
means to be human. Music is a natural 
phenomenon – it comes from nature: a natural 
resource.

All our instruments have come from the resources 
we have around us. The sound of musical 
instruments is the sound of human creativity 
manipulating and engaging with the materials and 
properties of the world around it. 

Nature can be considered as having other ‘musics’ 
(not just human music). Birdsong is one example. 
Recent research has shown that being able to hear 
and recognise more than around 20 bird calls is 
equivalent to a significant increase in salary, in 
terms of the increased sense of wellbeing it 
delivers. People are increasingly recognising the 
value of these other 'musics'. 

Music chan play an active role in protecting our 
planet, either directly (eg in calling for change 
through song lyrics) or indirectly (eg in 
encouraging a love of nature by using instruments 
to copy natural sounds in a musical composition).

Key Skills 

Understanding Music
Create and/or identify rhythm patterns using simple combinations of minims, 
crotchets, quavers, dotted crotchets and their rests 
Listen to and copy back melodic patterns using the notes A, B, C, D, E, F♯, G 
from memory and with notation 
Create melodic patterns using rhythmic combinations of the notes A, B, C, D, 
E, F♯, G 
Listening 
Share your thoughts and feelings about the music using some musical 
language. 
Listen carefully and respectfully to other people's thoughts about the music. 
Analyse, explore and discover the song/piece's musical concepts and style. 
Place the song/piece in its historical, cultural and global context. 
Singing
Understand the emotion/feeling/intent of the song and explain it to the class 
or each other 
Learn by ear or from notation that the song is in 6/8 time and in C minor.
Learn the design/structure of the song
Playing 
Play any one, or all four, differentiated parts on a tuned instrument – a one-
note, simple or medium part or the melody of the song from notation 
To listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader. 
Performing
Create and present a holistic performance with some understanding of the 
musical, cultural and historical contexts 
Perform with confidence and with an understanding of the songs you are 
singing and how the activities fit with the songs 
Composing/Improvising
Compose individually or as part of a group 
Talk about their ideas and revise them in response to feedback 









Year 5 : RE  (Christianity) – What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to God?

Subject Specific Vocabulary – Key words 

Communion When Christians join together to 

remember how Jesus sacrificed 

himself by dying on the cross. 

Holy Spirit The Holy Spirit is the one who 

speaks to people's hearts and 

helps them know they should 

receive Jesus as their saviour.

Holy Trinity A way of describing God the 

Father, God the Son and God 

the Holy Spirit.

Lord’s Prayer Christians believe that God the 

Father wants to give the graces 

that will enable them to carry 

out His will.

Ten commandments Laws spoken by God 

to Moses on Mount Sinai and 

then written on stone tablets

Key Skills - Objectives

Understand that commitment 
sometimes causes dilemmas and 
difficult decisions.

Name the 10 Commandments and 
explore why they are important to 
Christians.

Research well-known Christians who 

have spent their lives ‘loving their 

neighbour’.

Understand what commitment 
means to oneself (and what is means 
to a Christian).

Describe how a Christian might show 

their commitment to God.
Lines of Enquiry

What are the 10 Commandments? 
Should everyone try to show these 
behaviours?

What are Jesus’s two 
commandments?

What is the act of prayer?

Why do Christians go to church?

How and why do Christians show 
their love for their neighbour?




