
Year 3 Geography: Tremors – Why does the earth 

shake?
Subject Specific Vocabulary Key Skills

• Understand how physical 

processes can cause 

hazards to people

• Understand and describe 

the workings of 

volcanoes, earthquakes 

and tsunamis

• Identify places in the 

world which are known 

to be at risk of 

earthquakes

• Identify places in the

world which have active 

volcanoes or volcanic 

eruptions in recent years

• Identify places which 

have been affected by 

tsunamis

eruption An explosion of steam or lava from a 
volcano.

aftershock A shaking event that follows an 
earthquake. Sometimes more damaging 
than the original earthquake.

tsunami A long, high wave usually caused by an 
earthquake in the ocean.

magma Hot fluid or semi-fluid material below or 
within the Earth’s crust from which lava is 
formed.

lava Hot, molten or semi-fluid rock erupted 
from a volcano, or solid rock, resulting 
from cooling of this.

Sticky Knowledge about 

natural disasters

dormant A dormant volcano is an active volcano 
that has not erupted in the past 10,000 
years.

❑ Volcanoes are caused when magma rises to 

the surface of the Earth, which causes bubbles 

of gas to appear in it. This gas can cause 

pressure to build up beneath the surface, and it 

eventually explodes.
fault Fractures in the Earth's crust where rocks 

on either side of the crack have slid past 
each other.

More Sticky 
Knowledge

magnitude If you talk about the magnitude of 
something, you are talking about its great 
size.

❑ Earthquakes are usually caused when rock 

underground suddenly breaks along a fault. This 

sudden release of energy causes the seismic 

waves that make the ground shake.

❑ A hurricane is a large 

rotating storm with high 

speed winds that form 

over warm waters in 

tropical areas.
landslide A landslide is a collapse of a mass of earth 

or rock from a mountain or cliff.

tectonic 
plates

The Earth’s outer shell is made up of huge 
slabs of moving rock called tectonic 
plates.

❑ A tsunami is a series of large waves generated 

by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor 

that can result from an earthquake, an 

underwater landslide, a volcanic eruption or -

very rarely - a large meteorite strike.

❑ Flooding occurs when 

a river bursts its banks 

and overflows onto the 

surrounding land. 
saturated Holding as much water or moisture as can 

be absorbed; thoroughly soaked.



Year 3: Rocks Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Working Scientifically Sticky Knowledge 

about our rocks and 

magnets
fossil A fossil is the preserved remains or traces 

of a dead organism.
❑ Identifying differences or similarities 

or changes related to scientific 

ideas or processes.

❑ Recording findings using simple 

scientific language.

❑ Reporting on findings from 

enquiries.

❑ Gathering, recording, classifying 

and presenting data in a range of 

ways.

soil Soil consists of a mix of organic material 

(decayed plants and animals) and 

broken bits of rocks and minerals.

❑ Rocks have been used by 

humans for millions of years, 

from early tools and weapons 

through to construction 

materials for modern buildings.
crystals Crystals are a special kind of solid 

material where the molecules fit 

together in a repeating pattern.

❑ Sediment deposited over time, 

often as layers at the bottom 

of lakes and oceans, forms 

sedimentary rocks.

sedimentary Sedimentary rocks are made when 

sand, mud and pebbles get laid down 

in layers. Over time, these layers are 

squashed under more and more layers.

metamorphic When a rock experiences heat and 

pressure, it becomes a metamorphic 

rock. All metamorphic rocks start as 

another type of rock.

❑ Extreme pressure and heat 

over time forms metamorphic 

rocks. Examples are marble 

and slate.

igneous Igneous rock is formed when magma 

cools and solidifies. It may do this above 

or below the Earth's surface.

❑ When magma cools and 

solidifies it forms igneous rock. 

Examples are granite and 

pumice.
organic 
matter

Organic matter is matter that has come 

from a recently living organism. It is 

capable of decaying
❑ Fossils are formed when a living 

creature is buried under layers 

of rock, and an imprint of them 

is left behind.

permeable If a rock is permeable, it means that 

water is able to pass through the rock.
❑ Fossils are only found in 

sedimentary rocks.

impermeable Impermeable means that water cannot 

easily pass through the rock.
❑ Soil is made up of small 

particles of rock, dead plants 

and animals, air and water.



Year 3: DT - Tremors
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Prove To show after a 
time or by 
experience that 
something or 
someone has a 
particular quality.

Design To make or draw 
plans for 
something.

Criteria A principle or 
standard by which 
something may be 
judged or decided.

Attractive Very pleasing in 
appearance.

Explain To make something 
clear or easy to 
understand by 
describing or giving 
information about 
it.

Papier 
Mache

A composite 
material consisting 
of paper and glue.

Structure Something that has 
been built.

Key Skills

Generate, develop model and communicate 
ideas through discussion, annotated sketches 
and cross sectional diagrams.

Select from a range of tools to perform 
practical tasks.

Evaluate their own ideas and products against 
the design criteria, and consider the views of 
others to improve their work.

Apply understanding of how to strengthen, 
stiffen and reinforce structures.

Sticky Knowledge

I can prove that my design 
meets some set criteria.

I can design a product and 
make sure that it looks 
attractive. 

I can join materials in 
different ways. 

I can explain what went well 
with my work. 

I can measure materials to 
use in model or structure. 

Resources

Newspaper
Card
Glue
Paint
Plastic bottles















Year 3 : PSHE Health and Wellbeing

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Relationship The way in which two or 
more people or things are 
connected, or the state of 
being connected.

Illness A disease or period of 
sickness affecting the body 
or mind.

Hygiene The conditions or practices 
to maintain health and 
prevent disease, especially 
through cleanliness.

Risk The possibility that 
something unpleasant or 
unwelcome will happen.

Diet The kinds of food that a 
person habitually eats.

Collaborate To work jointly on an activity 
or project.

Resolution A firm decision to do or not 
to do something.

Safe Protected from or not 
exposed to danger or risk; 
not likely to be harmed.

Sticky Knowledge

I can identify special people in my 
life and know how to look after 
them.

I know how to keep myself and my 
body safe.

I can explain how to work together 
and collaborate.

I can identify the aspects of healthy 
eating and balanced diets.

I can identify a danger or a risk.

I know how to assess and reduce 
risk.

I know that some drugs are harmful 
and some are helpful.

Key Skills

Children will learn how some 
illnesses are spread and how good 
hygiene can reduce the spread.

Children will learn how to reduce 
the risk in a situation and how to 
assess what makes a risk.

Children will learn what a 
balanced diet is and how the 
different food groups are used to 
make a balanced meal.

Children will learn the difference 
between a danger or a risk, and 
how to avoid harmful situations

Children will learn how the parts 
of the body work together to 
make everything work.


