
Year 4: Spanish – In the classroom

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

By the end of this unit 
I will be able to 

answer:

Key skills:

• What objects do I have in 
my pencil case?

• How do I ask someone 
what they have in their 
pencil case?

• How do I say that I do not 
have something?

• Repeat, recall and spell a 
range of classroom objects.

• Change the word for ‘a’ 
before a classroom object to 
the correct word for ‘my’.

• Recall in spoken and written 
form what I have and do not 
have in my pencil case.



Subject Specific Vocabulary Key Skills Lines of Enquiry

Altar An altar is a structure upon which offerings, 
including sacrifices, are made for religious 
purposes. Altars are found at shrines, 
temples, churches and other places of 
worship. Stele were often located near altars.

Select and record from first hand observation, 
experience and imagination, and explore ideas for 
different purposes.

At which types of art were Maya especially skilled?

Artefact An object, made by a human being, which 
is of cultural or historical interest.

Explore the roles and purposes of artists, craftspeople 
and designers working in different times and cultures.

What was a Maya stela and what purpose did they 
serve?

Carving An object or design carved from a hard 
material as an artistic work.

Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own 
and others’ work and say what they think and feel 
about them.
Use a journal to collect and develop ideas; annotate 
work in a journal.

How does researching existing artwork inform the design of 
new artwork to fit the purpose?

Ceramics Pots and other articles made from clay 
hardened by heat.

Glyphs Symbols representing the sounds in the 
Maya language.

Shape, form, model and construct from observation 
or imagination.

Hieroglyphics A writing system of ancient Egypt, Maya and 
other civilizations, using pictorial symbols to 
represent individual sounds.

Plan a sculpture through drawing and other 
preparatory work

How does using the correct tools and using them 
appropriately help to develop effective techniques?

Relief A sculptural technique, where the sculpted 
elements are raised from the flat surface of 
background material.

Develop skills in using clay inc. slabs, coils, slips, etc. How does celebrating what has gone well and 
recognising what has not gone well enable us to make 
improvements to our work?

Sculpture The action or art of making statues by carving 
or chiselling (as in wood or stone), by modelling 
(as in clay), or by casting (as in melted metal).

Work from a variety of sources including observation, 
photographs and digital images.
Work in a sustained and independent way to create a 
detailed drawing.
Develop close observation skills using a variety of view 

finders.
Slip The purpose of slip is to act as glue to hold the 

slabs of clay together. Apply slip with a 
paintbrush to areas of clay that have already 
been scored.

Stele A large, tall, stone slab covering with carvings 
and writing.

Produce intricate patterns and textures in a malleable 
media.

Year 4 : What happened to the Maya? (Art & Design)



Year 4: History – The Maya – a lost civilisation?

Subject Specific Vocabulary Key Skills Lines of Enquiry

AD AD comes from Latin Anno Domini 

meaning ‘In the year of Our Lord’, 

that is after Jesus was born.

Identify and sequence the main 

periods of Maya history.
When and where in the world 
did the Maya live?

Astronomy The branch of science that studies 

outer space.
Identify the geographical area 

inhabited by the Maya.
How was Maya society 
organised?

BE/BCE Before Christ/Before the Common 

Era, that is the time before Jesus was 

born.

Demonstrate understanding and 

reach informed conclusions as to 

why the Maya worshipped many 

gods.

What did the Maya believe 
in?

Chronology A word meaning 'the study of time’. Putting 
events in chronological order means listing them 
in the order in which they happened.

City-states A city that governs itself independently. Explain the Maya class system. How efficient was the Maya 
counting system?

Class system The structure of society is based on 

the power and wealth of each 

individual.

Evaluate the effectiveness of the 

Maya number system.
How did the Maya measure 
time?

Mesoamerica Mesoamerica refers to the geographic 
areas that comprise the modern-day 
countries of Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
and Costa Rica.

Explain how and why the Maya 

studied the skies.
How did the Maya 
communicate in writing?

Observatory An astronomical observatory is a place for 
observing, or studying, natural objects 
and events in space.

Reach informed conclusions about 
the legacy of the Maya civilisation. What is the Maya legacy?

Place value number 
system

A place value system is one in which the 
position of a digit in a number determines 
its value.

Ritual A ritual is a ceremony or action 

performed in a customary way.

Society The term describes human beings 
together - the total of their social networks 
and social interactions.



Year 4: Science. Electricity
Subject Specific Vocabulary Working Scientifically Lines of Enquiry:

circuit An electrical circuit is a 

completed path through which 

an electrical current flows. 

❑ Set up simple practical 
enquiries, comparative and fair 
tests.

❑ Use results to draw simple 
conclusions, make predictions 
for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further 
questions.

❑ Identify differences, similarities or 
changes related to simple 
scientific ideas and processes.

❑ Report on findings from 
enquiries using oral and written 
explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and 
conclusions.

❑ What appliances run on electricity?

buzzers A buzzer is an automatic 

signalling device. They are used 

as alarms and door bells. ❑ Why do we need to be safe around 

electricity?
conductor A conductor is an object or type 

of material that allows the flow of 

an electrical current in one or 

more directions

❑ What are the components of a  circuit?

battery A battery is a device that stores 

chemical energy and makes it 

available in an electrical form.
❑ How do we construct a circuit?

cells An electrical cell is a device that 

is used to generate electricity.
❑ What are conductors and insulators?

switch A switch is an electrical 

component that can ‘make’ or 

‘break’ an electrical circuit.
❑ What materials can be used to create 

circuits?socket Sockets allow electrical 

equipment to be connected to 

the alternating current (AC) 

power supply in buildings and at 

other sites.

❑ Our famous scientist for this unit is: 

Thomas Edison.

appliance An electrical appliance is a 

device that uses electricity to 

perform a function.

appliance
series circuit

Components connected in series 

are connected along a single 

path, so the same current flows 

through all of the components.

insulator An insulator is a material whose 

internal electric charges do not 

flow freely.
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Year 4 : Programming B – repetition in games (ICT)



Year 4 : PSHE – Keeping myself safe



Year 4 RE: For Christians, when Jesus left; what was the impact 

of Pentecost? 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Lines of enquiry: Key Skills

acts The book in the New Testament that 
contains the story of the early church 
and the spread of God’s message.

What do you already know about Pentecost? • Make clear links between the 
story of Pentecost and Christian 
beliefs about the ‘Kingdom of 
God’ on earth. 

• Offer informed suggestions 
about what the events of 
Pentecost in Acts 2 might mean 

• Give examples of what 
Pentecost means to some 
Christians now

apostles The twelve followers of Jesus who 
went with him during his earthly 
ministry.

What does the Bible say about Pentecost? 

baptised The act of washing that welcomes a 
person into the Christian Church.

How have artists depicted the events of 
Pentecost? 

disciples The followers of Jesus. For Christians, what is the impact of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Holy Spirit The third person of the trinity, God 
spiritually active in the world.

For Christians, what was the impact of the 
Holy Spirit?

Lord’s Prayer The prayer Jesus taught his disciples 
to use.

What do you now know about the Trinity? 

Pentecost The day when the Holy Spirit came to 
Earth. 

tongues Being able to speak different 
languages, a gift given to the disciples 
on Pentecost.

Trinity The Christian belief that God is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit; three in one.



Year 4: Music – How does music teach us about our 
community?

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Melody Another name for a tune.

Ad-lobbing To speak without preparing 
your words beforehand.

Backbeat Beats 2 and 4 in a drum-line or 
if we are clapping along with 
the music

Improvisation To make up a tune and play it 
on the spot; there is an 
assumption that it can never be 
recreated. 

Symphony an elaborate musical 
composition for full orchestra, 
typically in four movements, at 
least one of which is 
traditionally in sonata form

Introduction Music heard at the beginning of 
a song or piece of music bridge; 
a section of music that can take 
us from a verse to a chorus, 

ensemble A French word used to describe 
playing/singing/performing 
together. 

Sticky Knowledge
Contemporary R&B music has:
• Strong melodies and passionate vocals.
• Songs often end with the singer ad-libbing. 
• Mellow and smooth chord changes played on horns 

and keyboards.
• A strong backbeat (emphasis on beats two and four 

of a bar), even on slower songs.
• Electronic drum tracks and highly-polished studio 

production. 

Classical music has:
• Simple, homophonic texture featuring strong 

melodies and an accompaniment.
• Instrumental pieces are neatly divided into sections, 

like a song.
• Use of a medium-sized orchestra and/or piano (not 

harpsichord).
• The mood and dynamics change quite often. 

Jazz music has:
• Lots of improvisation, often structured around 

compositions and songs.
• Combines different scales and melodic styles. 
• Often led by melody instruments, such as 

saxophone, trumpet, violin and voice.
• Complex rhythms which are often played with a 

swing feel.
• Rhythm sections are often made up of drums, bass, 

guitar and piano.

Romantic music has:
• Very dramatic performance style, much more 

expressive than Classical and Baroque music, with 
huge dynamic and emotional contrasts. 

• Often contains elaborate harmonies and textures, 
with long, sweeping melodies.

• Very large symphony orchestra, with a much thicker 
and richer sound overall. 

• Some Romantic compositions use music to tell 
stories. This is called programme music.

Key Skills (Lesson Learning)
Children will be:

• Internalise and move in time with a steady beat 
in 2/4 time

• Copy back rhythms from memory
• Listen to the rhythms provided and create a 

rhythmic answer.
• Listen to and copy back three-note melodic 

patterns using the notes G, A, B with notation
• Listen to the melodic patterns and create a 

simple melodic answer.
• Create melodic patterns using rhythmic 

combinations of G and A.
• Begin to understand the importance of 

warming up your face, body and voice
• Copy back melodic patterns using voices
• Share your thoughts and feelings about the 

music
• Analyse, explore and discover the song/piece's 

musical concepts and style
• Place the song/piece in its historical, cultural 

and global context
• Understand the emotion/feeling/intent of the 

song
• Understand the importance of vocal warm-ups 
• Singing as part of an ensemble or large group is 

fun, but you must listen to each other
• To rehearse and perform their part within the 

context of the Unit song
• To listen to and follow musical instructions from 

a leader
• Learn to treat instruments carefully and with 

respect




